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Art Unit: 3655 

DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the amendment filed on October 10, 2008. The 
abstract, specification and claims 1 and 3 have been amended, and claim 2 has been 
cancelled. Claims 1 and 3 remain pending. 

Applicant's remarks In the second paragraph on page 6 of the response filed on 
October 10, 2008 regarding the reference to the international application have been 
noted and are well taken. 

The replacement drawing sheet containing Fig. 1 was received on October 10, 
2008 and overcomes the objections set forth in the previous Office action. The 
drawings are acceptable. 

The substitute specification has been approved for entry and overcomes the 
objections to the specification set forth in the previous Office action and. 

The amendments to claims 1 and 3 overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, 2""^ paragraph set forth in the previous Office action. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on December 15, 2008 has 
been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
3,614,998 A (Houtz). 

Regarding claim 1 , Houtz discloses a control device (10) for an input clutch of a 
work vehicle (e.g. front-end loader, col. 1, lines 36-38), including an input clutch (18), a 
brake means (54, 56) for decelerating the work vehicle; a brake control valve (32) which 
operates to Increase a braking force of the brake means depending on a valve position; 
a brake operation means (12) which is disposed to operate the brake control valve; a 
draining oil passage (68) which is an oil passage branched from an oil passage for 
supplying a pressure oil to the Input clutch and communicated with a tank (66); and a 
pressure reducing valve (38) which is disposed in the draining oil passage and operates 
to increase the pressure oil flowing through the draining oil passage according to a 
valve position and to decrease a clutch pressure of the input clutch. The brake 
operation means (12) Is mechanically coupled with the pressure reducing valve (38) via 
the linkage (14). The pressure reducing valve (38) is mechanically coupled with the 
brake control valve (32) through a spring (element 34, which inherently exhibits a 
certain degree of resiliency). One end of the spring (34) is connected to the pressure 
reducing valve (via link 36), and the other end of the spring is connected to the brake 
control valve (via projecting cam 30). 

Regarding claim 3, Houtz discloses a control device (10) for an Input clutch of a 
work vehicle (e.g. front-end loader, col. 1, lines 36-38), including an input clutch (18), a 
brake means (54, 56) for decelerating the work vehicle; a brake control valve (32) which 
operates to increase a braking force of the brake means depending on a valve position. 
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the brake control valve having a rod (40); a brake operation means (12) which is 
disposed to operate the brake control valve; a draining oil passage (68) which is an oil 
passage branched from an oil passage for supplying a pressure oil to the input clutch 
and communicated with a tank (66); a pressure reducing valve (38) which is disposed in 
the draining oil passage and operates to increase the pressure oil flowing through the 
draining oil passage according to a valve position and to decrease a clutch pressure of 
the input clutch, the pressure reducing valve (38) having a rod (36); and a link 
mechanism (14) having a link (30, 34). The rod (36) of the pressure reducing valve and 
the rod (30) of the brake control valve are in contact with the link (30, 34) of the link 
mechanism, and the brake operation means (12) is mechanically coupled with the link 
mechanism. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on October 10, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claim 1 , applicant first argues that the link 36 in Houtz is not coupled 
at one end to the brake control valve 32. This argument is believed to moot in view of 
the new interpretation of Houtz wherein the member 34 is considered to correspond to 
the claimed spring. Applicant further argues that "there is no evidence in Houtz that the 
link 36 inherently posses a certain degree of resiliency". To the extent that this 
argument may apply to the new interpretation of Houtz, it should be noted that all 
materials have some elasticity, i.e. the ability to return to the original dimension after the 
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removal of stresses below the elastic limit of the material, dependent upon the modulus 
of elasticity of the particular material. 

Regarding claim 3, applicant argues that the rod of the pressure reducing valve 
and the rod of the brake control valve are not in contact with the same link of the link 
mechanism. This argument is believed to moot in view of the new interpretation of 
Houtz wherein the members 36 and 40 are considered to correspond to the rods of the 
pressure reducing valve and the brake control valve, respectively, and the member 30, 
34 corresponds to link of the link mechanism. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard M. Lorence whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 7094. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays through Fridays from 
10:30AM to 7:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles A. Marmor can be reached on (571 ) 272-7095. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard M. Lorence/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3655 



